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Akechi Mitsuhide

15282 - 1582

Born in Kani City in 1528, Akechi Mitsuhide is a
well-known historical figure from Japan's Sengoku Period.
the "Warring States" Period from 1467 to 1600. He was a
member of the Toki Clan, which lived for generations in the
expanse of land known as Akechi Manor in Kani. In 1556,
Saitd Dasan, the ruler of Mino Province (modérn-day Gifu
Prefecture) was overthrown by his son Yoshitatsu in the
Battle of Nagara-gawa, and since Mitsuhide had been an
ally of Dosan's. he was also attacked and defeated by
Yoshitatsu and foreed (o go into hiding.

After spending time in obseurity, he became 4 retainer for
Oda Nobunaga. and had several military victories in Omi
Province (modern-day Shiga Prefecture) and Tanba Prov-
ince {(modern-day Kyoto/Hyogo Prefectures), earning him
the trust of his lord. However, in June 1582, Mitsuhide
betrayed Oda Nobunaga during the "Honnd-ji Incident" in
Kyoto, earning him the titles of "traitor” and "treacherous
retainer.” [n recent years though, Mitsuhide’s historical
image has undergone a revision. He is now seen not only as
an officer valued by Nobunaga for his mastery of statecraft
and military strength, but also as a man of cultural refine-
ment known for his kindness and consideration toward
other political nobility.

Kani Saizd

Mori Ranmaru
15657~ 1582

Mori Ranmaru was born in 1565 at Mino Kaneyama
Castle in Kani. His father was Mori Yoshinan. a retainer for
0Oda Nobunaga — the feudal lord who unified most of

Japan in the 16th century — and his mother was My Kani,

the daughter of a military commander, Ranmaru was the
third son born into the Mori family, and his older brother
Mori Nagayoshi was a well-known military officer, so ruth
less in battle he was called a "devil." Starting from a young
age, Ranmaru worked for Oda Nobunaga as a page, per-
forming secretary-like tasks for him. Ranmaru known
for his intelligence and quick wit, and he had an intimate
relationship with Oda Nobunaga, which was common for
the period.

In April 1582 when Oda Nobunaga reached the height of
his power with his defeat of the rival Takeda Clan, he
remoyed Ranmarn's older brother Nagayoshi from his posi-
tion as lord of Mino Kancyama Castle and sent him (o
Kaizu Castle in modern-day Nagano Prefecture, instating
Ranmaru the new lord. However, Ranmaru never got to
fulfill his new position. Only two months later in June 1582,
Oda Nobunaga was betrayed by his general Akechi Mit-
suhide at Honné-ji Temple in Kyoto. Surrounded, Oda
Nobunaga committed suicide by seppuku, and Ranmaru
followed his lord in death, after setting fire ta the temple to
ensure that Nobunaga's body would not be found and taken
by the enemy. Today, the graves for Ranmaru, his father
Y oshinari, and his brother Nagayoshi can be found at
I'emple in Kaneyama.

Kani Saizo
15547 - 16137

Kani Saiz6 was a military officer born in Mitake. Without
a lord to employ him, he changed positions many times,
serving under several commanders including Akechi Mit-
suhide. His bravery and prowess on the battleficld was
legendary, and tales of his feats spread throughout the coun-
try. For example. during the decisive Baitle of Sekigahara
in 1604 that established the Tokugawa Shogunate, Saizo
fought with a bundle of bamboe grass on his back, and he
would stick them into the cars and nostrils of his fallen
opponents after taking their heads, as proof that he had
defeated them. After taking down 17 opponents this way in
the battle, his strength was recognized by Tokugawa leyasu,
the founder of the new Shogunate, who gave him the name
Sasa Saizd ("Bamboo Girass Saizd"),

It is written thal Saizd also served under Akechi Mitsuhide
during the "Honna-ji Incident" in Kyoto, where Oda Nobu-
naga was betrayed and killed. There are documents saying
that at Honnd-ji Temple, Saizo showed soldiers unfamiliar
with the process of taking heads how 1o do it properly.
Since there are materials yet to be discovered that would
shed more light onto Saizd's character, much of his life is
still shrouded in mystery.

Akechi Mitsuhide Course

Akechi Station — Hana Festa Memaorial Park

Akechi Castle Ruins Gare

| Ths castle that Akechi Mitsuhide
B tived in for 30 yoars, Trom his birth
1o lhe downtall of the castle. |t was built in 1342 by Toki
Worlkans, the millary governor of Ming Frovinee at the lma.
In 1556, when Mi i uncles and Mi iy
wara the lords of tha castla, 11 was altacked in the Batlla of
Nagara-gawa by Saité Yoshitatsu, the raboliious son of the
Ming ruber. With the downiall of the castie, Milsuhide's uncles
committed suicida by aword, but ha ascapad and livad on
enfrustad with continuing and reviving the Akechi lineage.

Tenrya-ji T

The temple grounds contain the burial

site for sevaral genaralions ol the
Akechi Iamlly' and Inside s home 1o Japan's blggest spiril
tablal - a placard with the name of & decassed ancestor
writlen on it - at 184 cantimatars (6 feat] tall. Every year in
Juna, the "Mitsuhide Mamorial Festival® is hald hara.

Hana Festa Memaorial Park

The bignest rose gardan in the warld, with 30,000 roses

acrose 7,000 dilterant variatias, Spring and Tall ara very

popular timas of year for many paople 1o vislt and see the

namophila (baby bive ayes) in March/Agril, the sunllowers In

Jduly/Auguet, tha coamae in Saptamber, and mora. Thera's

always something beautiful fo s2e here year round

Hexur $:00.m, - 5:00p.m

s Tuesdays Mew Vears (ngen avery day dunng 1hs ross fastval)

Ceat  Adolls - 530yen (1,050yen during the roza festival),
High school students and under = frae

on 2020 in Kani Cityr [N
As part of {he upcoming NHK historical "Taiga” drama
featuring Akachi Mitsuhide. thers will te many axhibitions
ahout tha higtorical figura haid at tha Talga Drama Pavil-
ion, with avants, food, gifts, and mara.

It

Akechi Mitsu

Dram. Lian

Jdanuary 11, 2020 ~January 11, 2021 (opan avary day)
s 900 a.m. =500 pom, (st ondry al 4:30 p.m.)

Cost Adulis-500yen, High schoot sludents and under-00ven

Kanirtre

A marketplace specializing in frash
producs and local goods from the
Kanl ares, as well as a sit-down
cate where you can enjoy them
right thara. Alao festurae &n open
plaza thal holds svenls, bringing
paopls and cullures togathar,
Hows 8:00a.m.-8.00p.m  Closed January 1 and 2

Mori Ranmaru Course

Akechi Station — Kaneyama Area

Mino Kaneyama Castle Ruins

Originally named Uhoja Caslle

g and budlt in. 1537 by Saild Mrsay-
ashi, an olficer of |he Bangoku Parked, in 15685 Oda Nobuna-
8 gave [ha castle 1o hia reteiner Morl Yoshinan, the fathar ol
Mori Ranmary, and renamed it to Kanayama Castls, Evan
theugh Rasmaru was made lord ol the castle in April 1852,
anly two manths later he fallowsd Oda Mobunaga in death af
tha "Honnd-ji incident® in Kyolo. The castle wae destroyed in
the Batla of Sakigahara in 1601, and onky fraces of it remain
today. In 2013, Mino Haneyama Castle received its official
dusignation as a histofical sike.

Kajo-i mple

Hayo-ji Templs wae aatablishad in
1570 by Mori Nagayoshi as a
place lor his mother Myd Koni 1o
mourn the death of hes husband
Mori Yoshinarl, who was killed In
the Baitle of Usayamaje Gastls =
{in modem-day Shiga Prefectural. it want on 10 becoms ihe
tamily temple for the Mori family, homae 1o the actual shin
guards worn by Morl Magayoshi, as well as his grave, his
{athar'e grava. Renmaru's grave, end mora, all of which are
designatad as cultural artifacts of Japan

Josho-ji Temple

70 Establishad by Hayashi Tamatada,
the chiel retainer for the Morl
! Family, Josho-|| Tempie containe
two ecrolls showing images of Myd
Kanl, as wall as tha head of tha
I spaar hal Mon Ranmaru was said
b0 have used. Myd Koni s known not only as the wile of Mol
*oehinari and the mather of Mori Ranmaru, but also for har aid
during Oda Nobunaga's segs of shiyama Hongan-ji Templs (in
medarn-day Osaka). The scrolls of Myd Koni, as wall as her

grave sit, are all designatod as cullural antitacts of Japan

Sengoku Hill-Castle Museum
A musaum dedlcated to shawing —
thi higtory and information about
all of tha hill-casties remaining in
Kani City, including Mino Kaneya-
ma Caslle, and the many shrines
and Buddhist temples that were
part ol the castle town surmounding 1. Also contains r\!nmduc
tions of Mori Ranmans®s armor and helmat. and Mon Nagay-
oshi's last will and festamant
Howrs 2:00a.m. - 4:30p.t {antry until 4:00p.m. )
Closad Mondays (open on Monday holldaye)

days afler holidays, and Now Yearg
Cost  Adulte - 210ven, Discounts lor athers

Kani Ciry \’lhl‘mr s Center
The place ta go te find oul the
sites for casties and other places
to visit. The first floor is designed
% 1o look like a Sengoku Pariod
{ military headquarters, with
= % curigins that have emblame on
tham. as wall as as armor, halmets, spears, bows, and more.
Al of the armer on display can be wom by guests (for a fea),
and yel can also chock oul pamphlals showing all the
locations ol 250 caslies acroes all of Japan.
Hours  8:80a.m. = 10:00p.m. (armor-waaring until 5:00pm. )
Ciozed Decambar 28 = January 4
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= A lush, natural park thal strelchos

up Kojszan Mountain. With

sakura, hydrangea, lall foliage

and mora, thara's somathing 1o
BNY GUary Saason

Design/Manufacture: Meitestu Hiromi Line Revitalization Association Committee

Meitestu Hiromi Line Revitalization Association Committee Bureau at Mita

Town Hall {Town Planning Dept.) TEL.05

Kani Saizo Course

Mitake Station Area

Ganko-ji Temple

Y

& Tendal Buddnist 1emple orlginally bullt in 815, Ganko-|i
Temple has bean burned down twice aver the courss of its
long Iifatima. Thankiully many sacrad imagas housad inside
survived the disasters, including tha anes of Yakushi Nyorai,
tha Japanesa nama lor the Buddha of Madicing, tha main
deity of tha tample. First bumt down in 1108 dunng & rebel-
lion, and then not fully rebuilt until over 100 years later, It was
burnad down again in 1572 during a battle betwesn Oda
MNobunaga and the rival Takeda Clan. Miraculously, i was
rabuill again in only 10 years by the local residents who loved
this temple, calling |t *Kani Yakushi® locally, with "Kanl® being
a play on worde that alsg maans "erab.* it currently containg
24 images on display in tha main hall, which alang with its
bell towar gale, are all designaled as cullural arlifasts of
dapan. It is belloved 1o ba (he bifthplace of Kani Saizd, the
son of & concublne of Asakura Yoehikage (& rival Sengoku
Pariod faudal lord defeatad by Oda Noburaga) wha flad whils
pragnant from Echizen {modern-day Fukui Prefeclura) aftar
hig heath bo satety hera,

Hall ol sacrad treasures viewing cost: 500 yen {made In
advance)

Starting in 2017, Gankd-ji Temple has been undergoing

o temple 1ot the
Rinzal School of
Zsp Buddhism,
Gukei-fi Tample was |3
wstablished in 1386
by Giten Genahd, B
ranownead priast Pl
from Iha Mydshin-ji
Temgla complex in Kyata. He lirst devalopad the ides of the
zen rock garden here, which he would later axpand upon &l
tha tamoua rock gardan in Ryoan-ji Templa in Kyoto. The
hsad monk's chambers has a stunning view of Mitake Fuji,
able b claansa any haan with iis baauty

MNakasendd Mitake Hall
- Expariance the fossil of Gom-
| photherium anneclans — the
specias of elephant that lived in
Japan betore humana 16 million
years ago, plus the anclent
= Tasandd road the lagand of
Haian pou! uum. Sm«.bu the loutishing of inns along tha
MNakasenda, and Christianity's illegal history. The place for
baimg a part of Mitake's history and cufture.
Heours 10:00a.m. — 6:00p.m. (weekdays)

200a.m. - 5:00pm. (weskends, holidays)
Cos=d Mondays (open on Monday holidays)

avary Srd Tupsday, avery laa! Friday

\'In:n']nnr House
Hours Bame as Nak d W
Mitake Hall time 10:00a.m. — 3:00p.m )

Closed Wednesdays, New Yaas

Mitake Castie Ruins Park Mitaka Feudal Lord inn

own.mitake.lg.jp

Kani City Hall (City Planning Dept.) TEL.0574-
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Akechi Sta.-Hana Festa Memorial Park-Gado Sta.

not including browsing time
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‘Mino Kaneyama Castle Ruins
1418-210, Kangyama, £ani
@ Sainen-| Tample

Ranmaru's Hometown Forest
14718210, Kaneyama, Kanl

Kajo-ji Templa

556, Kaneyama, Kan) @ Parking Lot

k/ @ Kaneyama Elementary School
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Akechi Mitsuhide Historical Site

Akechi Manor

There are many theories about the lineage of Akechi Mitsuhide. but it is
generally believed that he was a part of the Toki Akechi Clan, a branch
of the Toki Clan — the rulers of Mino Province (modern-day Gifu Pre-
fecture). They lived in Akechi Manor in Kani, a large tract of land
stretching from northeast Kani City to western Mitake,

I'here are currently no historical records showing that the Toki Akechi
Clan held power over the entire manor by the time Mitsuhide was born,
however it was still home lo the family starting from its founding by
Toki Yorikane in 1342 to its destruction in 1556,
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Nakasendd Mitake Hall
13851, Mtk Mitak ¥

L
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Mitake Feudal Lord Inn
1405, Mitake, I
Kani-gun

Gankd-ji Templa
13771, Mitake,
Mitaka-cho, Kani-gun

—— jdthabeiSi ) Takeya Family Merchant House
| — 406, Mitake, Mitake-che, Kani-gun

1554.1, Mitake, Mitakecha, Kanl-gen
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convenience @

Mitake Castle Ruins Park
: S 5 2192531, Mitake, Mitake-cho, Kanlgun
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shook even Kyoto

Walking Course
Total Length ’ 5.3 km
Mitake Station
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